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a word from your president

Doug Murphy
This next election will be the last of its kind.  
Beginning in September 2020, Texas voters will no 
longer have an option to do a “straight-ticket” vote 
for all candidates in one political party as Gov. Abbott 
signed House Bill 25 into law.  The elimination of the 
straight ticket vote could bring about an interesting 
change on election day.  According to the Texas 
Tribune, this straight ticket abolition could also 
prove more benefi cial for Republicans candidates as 
Democrats are more likely to cast a straight-ticket 
vote based on the last four presidential elections.

As we approach the mid-term general election in 
November, straight ticket voters could very well 
determine one last time the fate of many judicial 
criminal benches.  Harris County experienced this 
phenomenon in several previous elections.  What is 
sorely needed is voters to educate themselves on the 
qualifi cations and experience of all the candidates.  
In Harris County, this is a daunting task with over 
87 combined judicial benches hearing civil, family, 
probate, juvenile and criminal cases.  Voters have 
elected and removed good and bad judges to the 
bench based more on these judge’s political party 
affi  liation than their judicial qualifi cations.  

Should Texas go one step further and make Texas 
judicial elections non-partisan?  Many other states 
successfully elect their judges in non-partisan 
elections that are based solely on the merits and 
qualifi cations of a judicial candidate—not whether 
they have an R or D after their names.  Judges 
are required to uphold the law, not lean towards 
a political party.  Specifi cally, the Texas Code of 
Judicial Conduct has Canons judges take an oath 
to (1) uphold the integrity and independence of 
the judiciary; (2) avoid impropriety; (3) perform 
their duties impartially; (4) conduct extra-judicial 
activities to minimize risk of confl ict with judicial 
obligations; (5) refrain from inappropriate political 
activity.  It appears that a non-partisan election would 
assist judges in fulfi lling these obligations, but most 
importantly would allow judges to be elected and 
retained base upon merit and qualifi cations—not 
political party.

I ask that you educate yourself on all the candidates 
and get the word out to your family, friends, 
neighbors and community to exercise their vote for 
the most qualifi ed candidates—regardless of their 
party affi  liation.  
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Hugo Balderas-Ibarra

JeFreshia Bell

Sean Bostic-Sealy

Araya Dixon

Bobby Forrest

Van Edward Foster

Chassidy Frelow

new members

new student 
members

Juan Aldape

Simone R. Bray

Cherie D. Ellis

Erik Espino

Hailey Henderson

Debra Jennings

Robert A. Jones

Jante Langan

Tommy T. Mingledorff

WELCOME
NEW HCCLA
MEMBERS

Shardae Parker

Shawnda Parker

Elizabeth Ponce

Amanda Skillern

Roger Tavira

Ryan Trask

Daniel J. Werlinger

Jason Yancey

HCCLA 9th Annual Reading: 
Declaration of Independence
In celebration of our nation’s independence, HCCLA members 
gathered on the courthouse steps to read the inspirational
words of our Founding Fathers: Abigail Anastasio, Staci Biggar,
Jacquelyn Carpenter, Jay Cohen, Mary Conn, Nicole DeBorde, 
Todd Dupont, Danny Easterling, Robb Fickman, Philip Gommels, 
Steve Halpert, Justin Harris, Cynthia Henley, Alex Houthuijzen, 
Nick Hughes, Danny Lacayo, Tristan LeGrande, Alejandro Macias, 
Edward Mallett, Chris McKinney, Troy McKinney, Rand Mintzer, 
Doug Murphy, Robert Pelton, Bob Rosenberg, Cory Roth,
Jacob Schiffer, Paul Schiffer, Patti Sedita, Jed Silverman, Hilary Unger, 
Julio Vela, Vik Vij, Joe Vinas, Irene Wilson, Sarah Wood and
her daughter Maya.

HCCLA President Doug Murphy said,

“The Declaration of Independence signifies what truly makes 
America great. The Declaration is not full of empty promises, 
but these Declarations ultimately became guarantees of liberty, 
freedom, equality and justice for all.”
This annual tradition was started by Robert Fickman,
HCCLA Past President. He said, 

“Our annual reading of the Declaration comes at a critical 
time in our nation’s history. Our reading is a reminder
that as Americans we cherish liberty, and we reject
tyranny in any form.”
Thanks to the statewide leadership of Robb Fickman (Houston) and
Chuck Lanehart (Lubbock), defense lawyer readings were held in front 
of more than 100 other courthouses in Texas. Inspired by current 
events, former HCCLA member Frank Chelly also organized a special 
reading in front of the Tornillo immigrant children’s detention camp 
near El Paso, Texas. (<--- see the article on page 9)

See more photos online on the HCCLA Facebook page.

Thank you Bob Rosenberg for the wonderful photos!

Briana J. Gordon

Elton Igunbor

Amber S. Jones

Lourel Jones

Miguel A. Sarkis

Jazzmond Turner

Jonathan J. Vela
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I f  I  h a d  e v e r
b e e n  h e r e 

b e f o r e
I  w o u l d 

p r o b a b ly  k n o w
j u s t  w h at  t o  d o

D o n ’ t  y o u ?
—David Crosby

History, having a way of repeating itself, blessed 
TCDLA’s 2018 Declaration Readings.

Channeling his heritage and the spirit of the Marquis de 
Lafayette—the Frenchman who famously championed 
the colonies in the American Revolution—Frank Chelly 
took TCDLA’s favorite patriotic project to a higher level 
on July 3.

Frank Chelly is a 51-year-old immigrant, a Frenchman 
who came to the United States on an exchange visitor 
visa in 1989. After seven years working in medical 
research, he decided to change directions, and enrolled 
in the South Texas College of Law. He was licensed to 
practice law in 2010.

The same year, while working in George Parnham’s 
Houston law offi  ce, he was among the onlookers when 
Robb Fickman fi rst led a reading of the Declaration of 
Independence by members of the local criminal defense 
bar on the steps of the Harris County Courthouse.

“I had not seen anything like that. It was something odd,” 
Frank explained in his charming French accent. “In one 
sense, it was like a call to arms.

TORN I L L O
B Y  C H U C K  L A N E H A R T
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,

 Among the highest-rated Houston appellate judges in attorney polls

 Former law clerk at the U.S. Supreme Court

 Seventh-generation Texan and third-generation Eagle Scout

Learn more at www.BrettBusby.com
Political advertising paid for by Justice Brett Busby Campaign, in compliance with the voluntary limits of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act.

I’m not a religious man, but in another sense, it was like 
witnessing Martin Luther nailing his demands to the 
door.”

Frank saw the reading as a reminder to those running 
the justice system inside the courthouse that they were 
accountable to the people, and the people were watching.

He attended a couple of subsequent Declaration readings 
in Houston, then wound up working for the El Paso 
County Public Defenders Offi  ce.

Following the elections of 2016, Frank became concerned 
with the direction of United States government and social 
policy. He had never been outspoken in political matters, 
even before it was considered dangerous for immigrants 
to speak out.

He had not participated in protests or otherwise 
questioned government authority outside the courtroom. 
But activism was in Frank’s genes: His father had served 
as an intelligence offi  cer in the French resistance during 
World War II.

Frank explained: “My dad saw fi rst-hand the ravages 
of war, the despicable collaboration, and the horrifi c 

behavior of too many Frenchmen. He also witnessed 
the incredible courage of American soldiers. I grew up 
hearing about America, freedom, and the incredible debt 
I and all French citizens owe America. Our love for 
America was born out of respect because my dad was 
an eyewitness. He saw, personally, American soldiers 
fi ght and die in France. I cannot tell you how incredibly 
important that was for him, my family, and for me. I have 
a debt to repay to America. I always will. That may be 
why the reading of the Declaration of Independence is so 
personal and important, for it reminds me that I still have 
a debt to repay.”

So, just a few months ago, Frank proudly took an oath 
and became a citizen of the United States of America.

Meanwhile, President Donald Trump implemented 
his “zero tolerance” policy, which separated illegal 
immigrants from their children at the Mexican border, 
even those legally seeking asylum. The family separations 
began after Attorney General Jeff  Sessions announced in 
April the government would prosecute all immigrants 
apprehended while crossing the southern border illegally. 
Children and parents were sent to separate camps across 
the country.
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One of the child concentration camps was set up at 
the border town of Tornillo, just 40 miles southeast of 
Frank’s home in El Paso.

Tornillo is a small, sunbaked agricultural community of 
some 1,500 souls in the middle of nowhere, with one 
cotton gin and no stoplights. In mid-June, large tents 
sprang up behind fences and tall mounds of dirt. About 20 
large tents on a parched fi eld owned by the Department 
of Homeland Security are home to teenaged children 
separated from their parents by the U.S. government.

There is a medical clinic, a reception center, and 
reportedly a cinema, all under canvas. Children have 
been seen playing soccer in 100-degree heat. Armed 
guards with body armor stand vigil around the perimeter.

Tornillo quickly became the focus of criticism of the 
government separation program. Beto O’Rourke, a U.S. 
Democratic representative for El Paso, was one of several 
offi  cials who visited the facility in June to protest the 
policy. He said government offi  cials blocked him from 
seeing the children housed at the camp.

(Under intense pressure, on June 21 President Trump 
backed away from his family separation policy. An 
estimated 2,000–3,000 children had been detained in 
camps scattered across the country, awaiting reunifi cation 
with their parents. Despite court-imposed deadlines, by 
early July it appeared the reunifi cation process would be 
long and diffi  cult, perhaps impossible, even with DNA 
technology utilized to match parents with children.)

Frank watched news coverage of Tornillo and the family 
separation situation with a sense of horror. “What can I 

do?” he thought. Meanwhile, TCDLA listserve messages 
reminded him to get involved in the 2018 Declaration 
readings.

It was Frank’s “eureka” moment. “Let’s read the 
Declaration at Tornillo!”

He pitched the idea to a few co-workers at the El 
Paso County Public Defenders Offi  ce. He spoke to his 
superiors, Chief Public Defender Jaime Gandara and 
First Assistant Public Defender William Cox. Everyone 
was enthusiastic and supportive of the idea.

“Let’s do it!” they all said.

The weekend before the reading, Frank made the 
45-minute drive down I-10 on a reconnaissance mission 
to inspect the site. He bumped into some reporters there 
to document camp conditions and invited them to attend 
the event, scheduled for the following Tuesday, July 3.

On July 2, Frank contacted TCDLA Declaration 
coordinator Robb Fickman, who pulled strings to make 
sure the Tornillo reading would be endorsed by the 
Association. Newly sworn TCDLA President Mark 
Snodgrass of Lubbock and the Executive Committee 
immediately gave the project their seal of approval.

“I’ll run it by the Executive Committee, but I can tell you 
there will be no opposition,” Snodgrass said.

Everyone at the public defenders offi  ce pitched in one 
way or another. Investigators handled logistics and took 
photographs. Others made t-shirts reading, “I Really Do 
Care, Don’t U?”1 
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Others reluctantly remained in El Paso to take care of 
legal business.

The reading was scheduled for the morning of July 3. As 
participants and spectators began showing up near the 
Tornillo port of entry, the children’s concentration camp 
was just beyond their vision, hidden by an earthen wall. 
But it was obvious to Frank the kids were in a bad place.

“The high-altitude desert climate of Tornillo is extremely 
hot and extremely dry. The sun hits you hard. If you are out 
there 30 minutes without a hat, you will get sunburned,” 
said the shaven-headed Frank. “I can’t imagine how the 
kids are coping with this climate. I hope they have air 
conditioning and things like that.”

 Introductory comments were made by veteran El Paso 
lawyer Jim Darnell, a longtime Declaration organizer 
throughout far West Texas, who addressed 38 readers and 
another 20–30 in the audience. 

Those assembled included members of the El Paso private 
criminal defense bar, immigration attorneys, federal 
public defenders, and employees of Texas RioGrande 
Legal Aid. Most were from the El Paso Public Defenders 
Offi  ce: Frank’s people.2

There were no issues with the authorities, but a 
policeman in a patrol car hung around to observe.

Participants brought their kids. The event was covered 
by local television affi  liate KFOX of El Paso, and 
El Paso Chief Public Defender Jaime Gandara was 
interviewed.

Following the reading, Frank addressed the crowd: 
“This isn’t about me, this isn’t about anybody in 
particular. This is about the people who are encaged 
over there,” as he pointed toward the kid’s concentration 
camp. “We are doing this for them. So, the credit is to 
the people who are unfortunately in there. That is the 
only reason we are doing this. We certainly also want 
to thank TCDLA, which is one of the endorsers of this 
reading. They have been supporting our civil rights and 
our freedom for a long time.”

The reading at Tornillo ended. Then, Frank and his 
colleagues simply headed back to the El Paso County 
Public Defenders Offi  ce, ready to do God’s work.

Later, an ABA Journal reporter interviewed Frank 
about the reading. “That was really the goal, it was to 
make sure that people know what’s going on,” Frank 
explained. 

alexsalgadoforjudge.com
@alexsalgadoforjudge

Pol. Adv. Paid for by the Alex Salgado Campaign, Maria Jaimes-Salgado, Treasurer, in compliance with 
the voluntary limits of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act
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 /daniel4clerk @TexasDaniel 
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Submit the names of the lawyers and a brief description to:
hcclawinningwarriorscolumn@yahoo.com

We do not check social media for your wins.
.

Did you or
anyone you know

have success?

“Ours was not a protest, it was just a reminder of why we 
do what we do as attorneys, and particularly as criminal 
defense attorneys. And the founding document, I think, 
is particularly relevant to that.” Robb Fickman was also 
quoted in the ABA Journal article. “The symbolism 
seemed to be appropriate,” Robb said. “If the whole 
purpose of the Declaration was a statement in opposition 
to tyranny and tyrannical behavior, what better place 
than a children’s prison camp where the children are not 
accused of committing a crime themselves?”

Frank wants others to be inspired by the Tornillo story. 
“Do you remember when you were sworn in as a new 
attorney?” he asked. “Do you remember saying ‘I do 
solemnly swear that I will support the Constitutions of 
the United States, and of this State?’ I remembered that 
oath.  That oath has taken us all somewhere. 

Wherever it is, it is rarely a place where awards are 
given, recognitions bestowed, interviews broadcast, or 
feel-good stories written. One day, in July 2018, that oath 
took me to Tornillo. If the story is written, let it be the 
story of why we were there, not who was there.”

The legacy of the Tornillo Declaration reading is a 
continuum, it seems, perhaps starting with Lafayette, then 
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progressing to Frank’s father’s heroism in Vichy France, 
then to Robb Fickman’s vision of Declaration readings 
everywhere each early July, and then on to Tornillo. With 
examples like Frank Chelly and Robb Fickman to serve 
as inspiration, criminal defense lawyers across the state 
should imagine new ways to inspire patriotism, freedom 
and justice, like the seemingly innocuous simple act of 
reading the Declaration of Independence at a place and 
time that might make a diff erence.

--------------------------------------
1 The shirts mocked the jacket fi rst lady Melania Trump 
wore during a visit to a diff erent children’s camp in 
McAllen. Melania’s jacket read: “I really don’t care. Do 
U?”

2 Among the participants of the Tornillo Declaration 
of Independence reading were Claudia Aranda, Chad 
Bernaeyge, Gabriel Bombara, Porsha Brown, Stephanie 
Carneros, Corina Cervantes, Frank Chelly, William 
Cox, Jeep Darnell, Jim Darnell, Evylyn Espinoza, Chris 
Estrada, Jaime Gandara, Alejandrina Gutierrez, Heather 
Hall (and her two sons), Illiana Holguin, Debbie Ibaven, 
Jo Ann Jacinto, Yolanda Juarez, Ryan Kerr, Nicole 
Maesse, Tyrone Mansfi eld, Todd Morten, William 
Navidomskis (and his son), Edy Payan, Linda Perez, 
Alida Ramirez, Marcello Rivera, Adriana Robles, Marie 
Romero-Martinez, Everett Saucedo, Bernadette Segura, 
Brigette Silva, Evy Sotelo, Rebecca Spencer-Tavitas, 
Rene Vargas and Sarah Rios Vargas.

Chuck Lanehart has chaired the Lubbock Area Bar 
Association’s Courthouse Security Committee since its 
formation in 2012. He is a shareholder in the Lubbock 
fi rm of Chappell, Lanehart & Stangl, PC, where he has 
practiced law since 1977. A 1977 graduate of Texas Tech 
University School of Law, Chuck is a former director of 
the Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association. He is 
a recipient of the TCDLA President’s Commendation for 
“Outstanding Service to the Citizen Accused,” and has 
been honored for his service to the TCDLA Strike Force. 
He is a charter member and former president of the 
Lubbock Criminal Defense Lawyers Association. Chuck 
served as director of the State Bar of Texas, District 16, 
and as president of the Lubbock Area Bar Association 
(LABA). He was the founding editor of LABA’s offi  cial 
publication, The Lubbock Law Notes, in 1987. Texas 
Monthly magazine has named him a “Super Lawyer” 
in the fi eld of criminal law. In 2008, Chuck was named 
among the “200 Most Infl uential People in the History of 
Lubbock” by the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal.

--------------------------------------

©Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association.
Re-published with the author’s permission.
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A MARCH FOR THE 19TH AMENDMENT:
The Women’s Suffrage Movement

By Cynthia Owens
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The women’s Suff rage Movement coincided with 
several other suff ragists, not only in the United States 
but around the globe. This article will cover the 
women’s movement and also touch on the Suff rage 
movements of African-American Women and Native 
Americans.

The term “Suff rage” is thought to be associated with 
the women’s right to vote; however, it literally means 
the right to vote especially in a political election. 
The term “Suff ragist” was fi rst used in 1815 to mean 
advocate for the Right to Vote, especially to women; 
and “Suff ragette” was used to describe a female 
advocate for women’s suff rage. Other ethnic groups 
struggled for these rights individually.

Origins of American Suffrage
Abigail Adams wrote in a letter to her husband John 
Adams on March 31, 1776:

“I Long to hear that you have declared 
an independency – and by the way in the 
new Code of Law which I suppose it will 
be necessary for you to make I desire 
you Remember the Ladies, and be more 
generous and favorable to them than 
your ancestors. Do not put such unlimited 
power into the hands of the Husbands.
That your Sex are Naturally Tyrannical 
is a Truth so thoroughly established as 
to admit of no dispute, but such of you 
as wish to be happy willingly give up the 
harsh title of master for the more tender 
and endearing on of Friend. If particular 
attention is not paid to the Ladies we 
are determined to foment a Rebellion, 
and will not hold ourselves bound by 
any Laws in which we have no voice, or 
Representation. … Regard us then as 
Beings.”1 

Over the next hundred years, the struggle for women’s 
right to vote would become known as the Suff ragist 
Movement. Susan B. Anthony said in 1873: 

“It was we, the people; not we, the white male 
citizens; nor yet we, the male citizens; but we, 
the whole people, who formed the Union.” 

Grassroots organizing, rallies, leafl ets, and coverage in 
newspapers caused excitement to grow. When Woodrow 
Wilson went to his fi rst inaugural parade in March 1913, the 
crowds were signifi cantly smaller than previous presidential 
inaugurations. Inquiring as to why, he was told many from 
that section of the town were at the Suff ragist Parade where 
Inez Milholland was headmaster. She sat atop her horse 
with a long, fl owing gown and a throng of women behind 
her. The Suff ragist Parade grew attention. Suff ragette Alice 
Paul met with President Wilson who indicated he was not 
interested in the suff rage cause.2 

As a result, Alice Paul then went about to set up at Lafayette 
Square, directly across from the White House, where she 
displayed the Suff ragist Flag and a symbolic torch to burn the 
speeches of Woodrow Wilson. The Suff ragettes continued 
as regular marches took place in front of the White House. 

Meanwhile, Texas women, not wanting to wait on 
the National Suff rage Movement, created a statewide 
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VOTE DAVID FLEISCHER DEMOCRAT FOR JUDGE

2018 Democratic Primary Endorsements:
• Houston Chronicle
• Bay Area New Democrats 
• Harris County Tejano Democrats
• AFL-CIO (COPE)
• Area 5 Democrats
• Association of Women Attorneys 

• Houston GLBT Political Caucus
• CWA — Communication Workers of America
• TPEC — Texas Progressive Executive Council
• Pleasantville Voters League - Precinct 259
• CLAW — Clear Lake and Webster Bar 

Association

David Fleischer is a first-generation American born to parents who emigrated from 
Santiago, Chile. He graduated from University of Houston and then received his law 
degree from Western Michigan Cooley Law School. David opened his own criminal 
defense law practice in 2004 and has been representing clients since that time.
 
Throughout his career, David has seen courts micro-managed, disparities in bail bonds, 
and unequal sentencing for minorities. He plans on changing this and building upon 
over thirteen years of experience as a criminal defense lawyer to bring a progressive 
and empathetic approach to helping those accused of crimes and to ensure the law 
is interpreted and carried out in a fair and impartial manner. David is a Democrat 
running for Harris County Criminal Court at Law Number 5 who will 
ensure all persons are treated equally under the law.
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Paid for by David Fleischer for Judge,  
in compliance with the voluntary limits 
of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act, 

Veronica Rosenberg, Treasurer

movement. Before the word 
“suff rage” was known, the 
term used for the right to vote 
was “Franchise”. During 
the Texas Constitutional 
Convention of 1868, 
Franchise was proposed to be 
conferred without distinction 
of sex. Unfortunately, it was 
rejected by a vote of 52-
13. At the Constitutional 
Convention of 1875, there 
was a “Committee on 
Suff rage”, but no action came 
out of the committee.

Each legislative session, 
proposals were presented, 
but each time stopped. The 
women then formed the Texas 
Equal Rights Association in 
1893 and had organizations 
in 9 Texas cities.3

In 1903, three Finnigan 
sisters formed the Equal 
Suff rage League of Houston. 

Some of the goals of these 
Suff ragettes were to advance 
conservation of health, better 
working conditions, pay 
equality, property ownership, 
economic rights, and last but 
not least, the  prohibition of 
alcohol.4  They did grassroots 
organizing and held rallies at 
the State Fair of Texas.

It was not until Texas 
Governor James Ferguson 
was in the process of
being impeached and 
removed in 1917 that 
a friendly Lieutenant 
Governor, William Hobby, 
rung a concession for the 
Suff ragettes by putting forth 
legislation to allow women to 
vote in primary elections. No 
constitutional amendment 
was needed. Governor 
Hobby signed the legislation 
into law in 1918. Within 
17 days, 386,000 women 
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Mary Winsor protests imprisonment of suffrage protestors. 
Made in 1917 by Harris & Ewing.
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had registered to vote in the July 
Primary. This amounted to a near full 
franchisement of women since Texas 
was primarily a Democratic state. 

After the long campaign at the federal 
level, the Suff ragettes--including 

leader Alice Paul--were being 
arrested. They would go on a hunger 
strike in jail. Gruesome accounts in 
he newspapers of forced feedings 
helped unite the public in their 
favor, infl uencing President Wilson 
to change his mind in support of the 

Suff ragettes. President Wilson typed 
on his own typewriter and formally 
presented the 19th Amendment to 
Congress:

19th Amendment: Section 1.

The right of citizens of the United 
States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States 
or by any state on account of sex.  
Section 2. Congress shall have 
power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.
Proposed 6/4/1919; Ratifi ed 8/18/1920

In June 1919, the 19th Amendment 
of the United States Constitution was 
submitted to the Texas Legislature
in a Special Session. They ratifi ed
it the next day. Texas was the 9th
state in the union to ratify the 
Amendment and the fi rst state to 
break out in favor of it among the 
Confederate block of states.5

Pd. Pol Ad by Hilary Unger Campaign, in compliance with the voluntary limits of the 
Judicial Campaign Fairness Act.! Maureen Tucker, Treasurer.
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Christia Adair, a leading African-American woman
for early Suff rage, was considered to be the bridge 
between the races. The 15th Amendment excluded 
African-American women from voting as it only applied 
to African-American men. When Adair went to vote 
in the Primary in Texas in 1918, she was disheartened 
when she was told “she couldn’t vote because she was 
black”. Despite being turned away from the polls,
she was emboldened and for the next 50 years,
she fought for Civil Rights forming the fi rst NAACP 
chapter in Houston.6

Some of the arguments against the 19th 
Amendment were ridiculous. For example, claims 
that ‘sensible and responsible women do not
want to vote’. Also that it would mean that ‘women would 
have to serve on jury duty creating a terrible hardship’ 
even though women did not even get the right to serve on 
a jury until 1954.7

Colored Women Voters League. Georgia, circa 1920.
Photo: Schomburg Center for Black Culture

Inez Milholland handing out suffrage literature to bystanders
at the Suffrage Parade in New York City in 1912

Photo: Everett Collection/Alamy

Women’s Rights Activist Alice Paul. history.com

“Back in 1918 Negroes could not vote 
and women could not vote either. The 
white women were trying to help get 
a bill passed in the legislature where 
women could vote. I said to the Negro 
women, “I don’t know if we can use it 
now or not, but if there’s a chance, I 
want to say we helped make it.”CHRISTIA ADAIR

Another argument to keep women 
from voting was that women were not 
taxed so they could not pay the poll 
tax; or pass other tests. The States’ 
regulations were fi nally declared 
unreasonable and unconstitutional. 
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Pol. ad. paid for by Paula Goodhart Campaign, Kendall A.F. Miller Treasurer.

Awarded the Houston Bar Association’s President’s Award for Exemplary Service
and Leadership in getting courts up and running after Harvey

Presided over more than 200 jury trials and handled thousands of criminal cases

Supports criminal justice community efforts

Ranked #1 for overall excellence & outstanding ratings in 2017 & 2015
in the Houston Bar Poll for County Criminal Court’s at Law

 www.paulagoodhart.com

Judge Goodhart has the Integrity, Experience,
& Leadership that our County Criminal Courts Need.

President Calvin Coolidge with four Osage Indians after
signing the bill granting Indians full citizenship. 

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, Washington, D.C. 

Suffrage for the
Native American

Some background leading up to 
the disenfranchisement of Native 
Americans are tribes agreeing to 
treaties to give up their land to 
relocate to smaller areas in order to 
protect their sovereignty and to keep 
their way of life. 

The federal government wanted 
to deter communal living as it 
was considered backwards; and to 
give out small plots of land so the 
remainder of their land could be sold 
to settlers.8

The Native Americans were handled 
by the government in a piecemeal 
fashion by diff erent regions, which 
led to great inconsistencies in their 
rights. Their suff rage was limited by 
the states that approved their rights 

to vote, if they were assimilated into 
the white community and if they 
paid a tax. This was considered the 
Jim Crow Indian Style. Even though 
the Native Americans were born 
in this country, the courts could 
and did decide that if living on a

reservation, it was a separate country 
and the U.S. Constitution did not 
apply to them. Also, the federal 
government required them to consent 
to their Citizenship; otherwise they 
had no rights.
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Students at the Carlisle Indian Industrial School in Penn., in the late 19th century.
It was the first off-reservation Indian boarding school in the U.S. The Bureau of Indian 
Affairs opened the schools in the 19th and 20th centuries to assimilate Native American 

children into Anglo culture, but many were deeply traumatized by the experience.
From Texas Standard

To add insult to injury, Native 
Americans had the Department of 
Interior and Bureau of Indian Aff airs 
decide that Indians needed to have 
guardians to protect the indigenous 
people and that as such were not
fi t to take care of their children. 
Numerous Indian children were 
removed to be adopted and part of

large boarding houses. In the 1920s, 
thousands of signatures on petitions 
were gathered supporting the Indian 
enfranchisement. Signifi cant reasons 
for the support of the rights to 
citizenship and the rights to vote 
were the large number of Native 
Americans who served in the war.

The Indian Citizenship Act, signed by 
President Calvin Coolidge in 1924, 
sought to accelerate the granting of 
citizenship to friendly tribes.9 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representative of the United States 
of America, That all non citizen 
Indians born within the territorial of
the United States be, and 
they are hereby declared to
be citizens of the United 
States. Provided that the
granting of such citizenship  shall not 
in any manner impair or otherwise 
aff ect the right of any Indian to tribal 
or other property.

Native Americans soon enough 
learned that citizenship did not 
mean suff rage, nor other civil rights. 
Basically, states denied voting 
rights as there was no taxation --
Indians did not pay taxes on federal 
lands so no representation. Case 
by case these laws were held as 
unreasonable. In 1948 Arizona tribes 
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POLITICAL ADVERTISING PAID FOR BY THE ANDREW A. WRIGHT CAMPAIGN IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE VOLUNTARY 
LIMIT OF THE JUDICIAL CAMPAIGN FAIRNESS ACT.  JUAN J. AGUIRRE, TREASURER

ANDREW A  WRIGHT

HCCLA MEMBER SINCE 2009

DEMOCRAT FOR JUDGE
HARRIS COUNTY CRIMINAL 

COURT AT LAW #7

FACEBOOK.COM/GETWRIGHT2018

Thomas Nast (1840-1902)
“Move On!” Has the Native American no rights that the naturalized American is bound to respect?

Political cartoon for Harper’s Weekly v. 15 no. 747 (April 22, 1871): p. 361.
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
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were granted the right to vote. In  New Mexico, where
a school teacher challenged the right to vote,
Judge Phillips held:

Any other citizen, regardless of race, in the State of New 
Mexico who has not paid one cent of tax, of any kind of 
character, if he possesses the other qualifi cations, may 
vote. An Indian, and only an Indian, in order to meet the 
qualifi cations to vote much have paid a tax. How you 
can escape the conclusion that makes a requirement with 
respect to an Indian as a qualifi cation to exercise the 
elective franchise and does not make that requirement 
with respect to the member of any race is beyond me.10 

Utah and Maine were the last remaining states to not 
allow suff rage. Utah continued to deny the vote until the 
Utah Statute was amended in 1956.11

In conclusion, it’s surprising that more power is given 
back to states to control voting, knowing this history. 
People will be disenfranchised without a tight grip by the 
federal government. The struggle to maintain the right to 
vote will continue.

--------------------------------------

1 Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive.
 www.masshist.org/digital/adams

2 The Soul of America, Jon Meacham, 
 p. 100 (2018)

3 Texas State Historical Association, Woman 
 Suff rage  by A. Elizabeth Taylor,
 August 2010,  online https://tshaonline,org

4 The Houston Chronicle, May 16, 1915, courtesy
 of the Stacks of Houston Public Library.

5 Texas State Historical Association,
 Woman Suff rage

6 Houston Business Jo, Houston Heritage,
 Feb 21, 1994.

7 Houston Business Jo. 19th Amendment,
 August 26, 1920

8 General Allotment Act of 1887, also known
 as the Dawes Act

9 1924 Indian Citizenship Act / Snyder Act
[ H.R. 6355, Public No. 175]
(43 US Stats. ch 233 p. 253.)

10 Native American Almananc, 

11 Truillo v. Garley, 196 P.2nd 456 (1948)

12 Nevada Law Jo, Vol 5:126 

--------------------------------------

Cynthia Owens is a solo practitioner in Houston, 
currently committee member State Bar of the Local 
Bar Services appointed in June by Joe Longley 2018. 
Graduated from University of Houston 1977 with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Psychology, and South 
Texas College of Law in 1982. Handles Commercial 
Drivers, administrative hearings and criminal law.
Past president of the Municipal Justice Bar 
Association of Texas, Harris County Municipal 
Justice Bar Association. Previous Board Member of 
Westheimer Art Colony that produced fi rst American 
Indian Art Festival in Houston.
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Many  HCCLA members have 
taken that oath and signed 
over their lives to serve in the 
U.S. military, including myself 
and several past presidents:
Jack Zimmermann, Will Gray, 
Patrick McCann, Stan Schneider, 
George Parnham, and Jim 
Skelton.

Voting is not a 
privilege, it is a 
right, and many 
paid dearly for it. 
Remember this when you say 
“my vote won’t count” or
“I’m too busy” or “I don’t care”-
American men and women 
in uniform have served, or 
are currently serving, in the

military to protect and preserve 
our democracy and YOUR right to 
vote. Many have diedi or suff ered 
permanent disabilities fi ghting for 
our freedoms. 

Voting is our most fundamental 
right as Americans -- many 
sacrifi ces have made it possible 
for our citizenry to be able to vote 
-- from military actions to civil 
rights movements. 

African-Americans won the 
right to vote in 1870 when the
15th Amendmentii ended the 
practice of denying the right to 
vote based on race, skin color, 
or prior servitude. This was 
the third of the Reconstruction 
amendmentsiii. Fifty years later, 
after a long struggle known as the 
Women’s Suff rage Movement, FR
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E I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I will support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies foreign and 
domestic: that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same. 
That I will obey the orders of 
the President of the United States 
and the orders of the officers 
appointed over me, according to 
regulations and the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice. So help me God.
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Jason 
LUONG 

for Judge  
 

185th Criminal 
District Court Former HCCLA Board 

Member  

IIntegrity. Experience.  
JJus!ce for All 

women earned the right to 
vote in 1920 with the 19th 
Amendmentiv.

Many black citizens were 
threatened or killed trying to 
exercise their right to vote. 
There were other voting 
obstacles as well. A “poll” 
or “head” tax had to be 
paid in person at the time of 
voting. It was imposed on 
all adults equally, regardless 
of income or property 
ownership. The poll tax was 
used in the South during 
and after Reconstruction as 
a means of circumventing 
the 14th Amendmentv and 
denying voting rights to 
African-Americans. 

The tax also created a 
burden on poor white 
Americans. This form of 
taxation gradually fell out 
of favor in the South in

the mid-20th century, but it 
was not until the adoption 
of the 24th Amendmentvi

in 1962 that poll taxes 
were fi nally abolished as 
a prerequisite for voting 
in federal elections. They 
were later eliminated in all 
elections. The Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 was passed to 
enforce the already existing 
rights in a handful of 
Southern states.

Don’t take our 
freedoms for 
granted. 

Too many have sacrifi ced for 
our rights. Be smart in your 
voting decisions. Politics 
can be dirty business--false 
information is everywhere--
so look at the source of these 
allegations. Remind others 

Drawing by ROTC Cadet Sam Pelton at age 12.
 Sam is my grandson, age 16.
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to vote. You can send out emails to people on your list 
and encourage them to vote. Since you as a lawyer may 
know more about many of the candidates, you can do a 
service for your contacts by giving them your choice of 
who is the best candidate.

--------------------------------------
i Deaths in American Wars: Revolution (4,435);
 War of 1812 (2,260); Mexican War (13,283);
 Civil War (618,000); Spanish-American War 
 (2,446), World War I (116,516), World War II 
 (405,399), Korea (36,574), Vietnam (58,220),
 Gulf War (383), Iraq/Afghanistan (6,607).
 The American Prospect (May 26, 2014).

ii Passed by Congress February 26, 1869.
 Ratifi ed February 3, 1870.

iii 13th Amendment abolished slavery. 

iv Passed by Congress January 31, 1865.
 Ratifi ed December 6, 1865. 14th Amendment 
 provided citizenship rights, due process and equal 
 protections. Passed by Congress June 13, 1866. 
 Ratifi ed July 9, 1868.

iv Passed by Congress June 4, 1919.

 Ratifi ed August 18, 1920.

v Passed by Congress June 13, 1866.
 Ratifi ed July 9, 1868.

vi Passed by Congress August 22, 1962.
 Ratifi ed January 23, 1964.

--------------------------------------
Robert Pelton is a Criminal Defense Lawyer with offi  ces 
in Houston and Abilene, Texas. Mr. Pelton has been 
named “Top Lawyer for the People” and one of Marvin 
Zindler’s “Marvin’s Angels” by H-Texas Magazine 
(2007). He was the personal lawyer for Marvin Zindler 
for 31 years. He was also rated by Super Lawyers (2014-
18). Mr. Pelton is a Past President of HCCLA (1985-86), 
Founder and Chairman of HCCLA and TCDLA Ethics 
Committees (since 2011), a recipient of the Jim Bowmer 
Award for Professionalism from the Texas Bar College 
(2012); HCCLA Richard “Racehorse” Haynes Lifetime 
Achievement Award (2016); TCDLA President’s Awards 
(2011-18); and a United States Congress Proclamation 
from Congressman Ted Poe for his Zeal and Tenacious 
Defense of his Clients (2016). In the 1980s, Robert 
Pelton and Allen Isbell created Docket Call, now known 
as The Defender.
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0RVW�4XDOLŦHG�&DQGLGDWH
• Only candidate with Judicial Experience
• Courtroom Trial Lawyer since 1979
• Judge 178th Criminal District Court
• Visiting Judge in County Criminal Courts
• Serves as Visiting Judge in Justice Courts
• Graduated South Texas College of Law ‘79
7UXVWHG�LQ�2XU�&RPPXQLW\

• Married 42 years to Mary Ann Bridgwater, 
President of Pray the Word Ministries

• Board Chair of Living Proof Ministries
• Former Deacon Chair at Houston’s First Baptist
• Former Trustee of Houston Baptist University
• Former Chair of Youth Reach Houston
,QQRYDWLYH�-XULVW

• Closer Court Monitoring of Probationers
• Advocate of Increased Awareness of Grand Jury 

Selection Process
• Reduced Case Backlog
• Broader Use of Mental Health Resources in 

Supervision and Sentencing Evaluation
0RUH�5HDO�/LIH�([SHULHQFH

• 22 years in Private Practice
• Presided over more than 500 Class A & B 

misdemeanor 
• Over 300 Serious Felony Jury Trials
• Lead Counsel in more than 4,000 misdemeanor 

and felony cases in Harris 
County alone

• Past Chair of Houston Bar 
Association Criminal Law 
& Procedure section

• Bureau Chief, Harris 
County District  
$WWRUQH\łV�2IŦFH

Yia Yia and Pops with Grandkids Ages 2 and Up
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Political advertising paid for by Roger Bridgwater in compliance with the voluntary limits of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act 

“Bridging justice with community through fairness, integrity, and accountability.”
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A person who is convicted of a felony in the State 
of Texas is not eligible to register to vote—or to 
vote in an election if already registered—until he 
or she has successfully completed his or her felony 
sentence. 

This includes any term of incarceration, parole, 
supervision, period of probation, or pardoned.1 He 
or she must also register to vote at least 30 days prior 
to an election date to be eligible.2 Voting illegally 
in Texas is a second-degree felony punishable by 
up to 20 years in prison3. 

Can some persons adjudicated of or 
charged with a felony vote?
 Yes. A qualifi ed registered voter without a “fi nal felony 
conviction”, or adjudication of guilt may vote under 
certain circumstances 

 A conviction on appeal is not considered a fi nal
 felony conviction. A person confi ned in jail “pending 
 trial or an appeal of a conviction after denial of bail 
 or without bail, or where release on bail before 
 election day is unlikely” may apply for a ballot
 by mail.4 

 “Deferred adjudication” is not considered a fi nal 
 felony conviction.5 

 “Mere prosecution, indictment or other criminal 
 procedures leading up to, but not yet resulting in the 
 fi nal conviction, are not fi nal felony convictions.6”  

In 1997, George W. Bush, as Governor of Texas, also 
restored voting rights to ex-off enders upon completing 
their felony sentences when he signed legislation that 
eliminated the two-year waiting period for felons, after 
conclusion of their parole, to vote. 

------------------------------

1 Texas Election Code, §11.002
2 Texas Secretary of State (VoteTexas.gov)
3 Texas Election Code, §64.012
4 Texas Secretary of State (VoteTexas.gov)
5 Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, Art. 42.12, Sec. 5
6 Texas Secretary of State (VoteTexas.gov)

------------------------------

Sharon Bass is a Paralegal working for Robert 
Pelton, in Houston, Texas.  She received her Paralegal 
Certifi cation from Career Institute in 1982 and also has 
a Psychology degree from the University of Houston.  
Sharon is very active in advocating for Criminal Justice 
Reform and has participated in Parole Forums at the 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Darrington, 
Ellis and Coffi  eld Units.  In her spare time, she loves 
being Nana to her four precious grandchildren.

A felony conviction may result
in the loss of voting rights
in Texas ...but not forever. 

By Sharon Bass
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Marilyn Burgess
vote

FOR HARRIS COUNTY DISTRICT CLERK

Democratic nominee

Make the county's electronic court records system more efficient and user-friendly 
Support the new bail overhaul system to release poor, non-violent, non-habitual offenders on low or no bail 
Work to increase minority participation in our juries to provide a true jury of one's peers 
Restore integrity and sound fiscal management to the District Clerk's office 

As your next Harris County District Clerk I will:

WWW.MARILYNBURGESS.COM
Political advertising paid for by Marilyn Burgess Campaign, Jennifer Bachand-Halvorson, Treasurer 

DAVID L
SINGER
For Judge County Criminal Court #14

• Graduated South Texas College Of Law 1983
• Briefing Attorney For The 1st Court Of Appeals 83/84
• Assistant District Attorney Harris County 1984-1990
• Private Criminal Law Practice 1990 – Present
• Handled Over 5000 Criminal Cases
• Over 150 Jury Trials Including Capital Cases
• 34 Years Experience On Both Sides Of The Criminal 

Court Docket

“Justice with experience 
you can trust.”

Pol. Adv. Paid for by David l. Singer for Judge Campaign, Treasurer David L. Singer, in compliance with the voluntary limits of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act.

713-521-2618
dlsinger@sbcglobal.net

1001 Texas Ave, Suite 1400 
Houston 77002
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